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Grace Muriel House #&7,

Residential care for older people
in a place that you can call home.

24 hour personalised care, by
professional, friendly, dedicated staff.

Time to Callus on 01727 863327

enjoy older or email post@abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk
age for more information
The Abbeyfield St Albans Society Ltd

Abb neld Tavistock Avenue, St Albans, AL1 2NW
Making time for Polder pecple Charity 211934

www.abbeyfieldstalbans.co.uk

PSR We are a local company with a team of friendly ‘Nannies’ who can assist with
Providing ! M : ) >
day-to-day tasks including; shopping, meal preparation, accompanying
home care, to appointments, or simple companionship in or out of the home.
SUDporJ.r Ond. Call Kay to discuss the range of specifically tailored services
companionship we can provide for you or an elderly loved one.

01727 857988 www.nannies4grannies.co.uk
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Advent and Light
by the Reverend
James Brown

take the days and the cold starts to creep in. The reason they are so cheering is not

for the dark and the cold themselves, but for the light and the warmth that meet
them. This is a time for candles, and fairy lights, for the new street lights decorating
Southdown. This is a season for chunky jumpers, long, huddled evenings, and the cosy
sanctuary of home; safe indoors against the weather outside.

Light in the darkness is a key image in this season of Advent. At church through
Advent we light special candles week by week: we have Christingles, we decorate
the tree with things that sparkle, and ultimately we think of Jesus as the light of the
world. What does that mean? Christians believe that Jesus came into the hardships
as well as the beauties of this world, into the injustice as much as the harmony; God
arriving into the great complexity of human history, God with skin on to enlighten
this world from within. O Come, O Come Emmanuel; a vulnerable infant, delicate
child. Jesus was born into a complicated family life and a treacherous political situ-
ation where he ultimately became a refugee, fleeing with his parents for fear of his
life. He knows this world from the inside out and he shone as a beacon of hope and
transformation, offering a different way; a light in the darkness.

The thing about this metaphor of light that I find so powerful is its simple phys-
ics: light and dark are not opposites. Rather darkness is simply the absence of light.
It takes only a little light to dispel the greatest darkness. Of course there are horrors
in this world but to find God in the midst of them is truly enlightening.

However your year has been, however challenging or troubled, I pray that this
Advent and Christmas you may know the light of Christ; that he may guide and
lighten your way, and reveal things hidden in the shadows and lead you to all that is
joyful and peaceful.

Throughout this season there are many wonderful events planned at St John’s.
You are all very welcome, so please look over the list that you’ll find later in this
magazine. Amongst the many things on offer you’ll find traditional services of nine
lessons and carols, carols in the pub, and a special Christmas Eve walking story
event for the whole family.

I don’t know about you but I love this time of year when the nights stretch to over-

I wish you a joyous Advent, a merry Christmas, and a happy New Year.

Revd James Brown
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K.S. & K.G.TYLER

Motor Engineers
All makes of cars

serviced and repaired

Harpenden, norts | 01582 713328

Established since 1964

Ken Hodson Computer Hardware and Software Repairs

» Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

* No fix, no fee for all repairs — you have nothing to lose

* Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be
picked up from and delivered back to you

Telephone: 07974 156743 or 01582 794723
Email: enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

“ A mnemamsziz Y W G

NEED SOMETHING FOR YOUR CAR? WE HAVE IT ALL!
WE STOCK 1000’S OF PARTS AND ACCESSORIES, FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Need advice or a quote? Just give us a call!

mata@>

SCREEM
WASH

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK [E] @milehamsdiscountcarcare

HARPENDEN

SO DUNSTABLE

Milehams Milehams
M 33-35 Katherine Drive [HE\\E—_— il 133 Southdown Road

Dunstable = Hl Harpenden
ey | U5 4NP . A R Al ALS |PU

st t 01582 609609 ” 01582 765678
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a group for
toddlers

and their carers
friendly, supportive, fun

1.30pm -2.45pm
thursdays in term time

St John's Church Hall,

St John’s Road, Southdown, ALS IDJ

L i_I__I_ Ie ACO r n S £2 voluntary donation
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JOHNTs
Living God's Love
Parish registers Funerals in Church
May they rest in peace
Baptisms
Welcome to the family of God 1 August 2018
June Helen Jones
26 August 2018
Samuel Joseph Walter Ellison 20 August 2018
Derek Richard Satchell
26 August 2018
Beatrice Rose Olive Ellison 26 September 2018
Brian Leslie Gander
26 August 2018
Eglantine Gloria Venner 29 September 2018 )
John Murray Blair Borthwick
16 September 2018
William Paul Ellison 12 October 2018
Kathleen Elizabeth O’Dell
M?.rriages 25 October 2018
Joined by God Michael Hopper
28 July 2018 ' 29 October 2018
Kyle McHale to Laura Merrifield Simon Marchant-Jones
18 AugusF 2018 5 November 2018
Oliver Spicer to Imogen Henshaw Henry Stroyan
12 November 2018

James Martin Pavitt

7
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NEIL SHEPHERD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

07860 93-93-93

No obligation estimates & quotes
neilshepherd@yahoo.co.uk

LAURA’S IRONING

Free collection
M and delivery

Please contact me for details
Telephone: 07940 124924

L.C.WESTON

Independent Funeral Directors

Private chapel of rest
Home arrangements if required
24 hour service

Funeral Directors
John Warwick mBIFD
Pauline Warwick

Telephone: 01582 712865
Fax 01582 461160
14 Leyton Road, Harpenden,
Herts a5 21Q

o
PHILLIPS

From the simple to the elaborate,
with our 24-hour help lines and
over 40 years of service dedicated
to our community, we are here for
you every step of the way.

Parchment House
9 Victoria Road
Harpenden

) as4iB FAS

SCHEME

Tel: 01582 461100

Part of Dignity plc

STEPANIE RANDALL
THE FLOWER STUDIO

2 Leyton Green, Harpenden
Herts AL5 2TE
TEL 01582 769919

www.stephanierandall-theflowerstudio.co.uk
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Letter from the Churchwardens

nce more we find ourselves
O nearing the end of the year, an-

ticipating the joys of Christmas
but wondering where the year has gone.
It has been a busy and eventful year in
many respects, containing moments of
joy and celebration, and leaving us with
both challenges and opportunities for
the future.

Looking ahead, we would love
to welcome you to share the excite-
ment of Advent and Christmas with
us. The services on offer are many
and varied: our Advent worship and
weekly Night Prayer; carol singing at
various Southdown locations; a special
Advent and Christmas coffee concert;
the Junior Church Nativity Play; our
service of Nine Lessons and Carols; and
our Midnight Mass and Christmas Day
Festival Fucharist celebrations. Details
of all of these, and other services, can be
found in this magazine.

The past months have included a
time of sadness as we saw the departure
of our vicar, Nicholas Anderson, who
has retired and moved out of the vicar-
age. After four and a half years of shar-
ing his ministry with us, he goes with
all our prayers and thanks, and we wish
him and Anneke every happiness in his
retirement north of the border.

Nicholas’s last service at St John’s
was on Sunday 30th September. The
churchwardens and our curate James
Brown paid tribute to Nicholas’s work
with us during his ministry in the par-
ish, and we sent him on his way with
gifts from the congregation, drinks and

canapés in the church hall, and our very
best wishes.

So Nicholas’s departure once more
puts us in the position of a vacancy, and
the process of selecting the new incum-
bent is already underway. The church-
wardens have met with the Bishop of
Hertford and the Rural Dean, and the
Bishop has met with the PCC to discuss
our needs, wishes and requirements. The
PCC has agreed a detailed Parish Profile
which describes the parish - where we
are, who we are, what we do - and de-
fines the criteria we are looking for in a
new incumbent.

An advertisement for the position
has been published in the Church Times
and, with the parish profile, on the
diocesan website. We are hopeful that
potential applicants will respond enthu-
siastically and positively to our needs
and future challenges and we expect that
the selection process, which will involve
representation from the parish as an
integral part, will conclude before the
end of the year.

In the meantime, the responsibility
for the day-to-day activities of the par-
ish remains with the churchwardens. It
is intended that whilst this is naturally
a period of change, life will continue
as normal and the regular services and
activities will continue. We are fortunate
to be supported by a strong ministerial
team who will continue to provide our
spiritual direction, and we are particular-
ly grateful to our neighbouring parishes,
retired clergy, and the Rural Dean for
providing support to us during this time.



CARDS FOR Ard GOOD CAUSES

CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARD POP-UP IN HARPENDEN

The festive season gets under way in Harpenden when the Cards for Good Causes
charity Christmas-card shop opens in the United Reformed Church, Vaughan Road
ALS5 4ED on Friday 19 October 2018. Buying Christmas cards through Cards for
Good Causes is the best way to get access to the widest selection of Christmas
cards available, as well as a fantastic range of seasonal gifts and products, while
supporting a range of national and local charities.

Staffed by a team of local volunteers, the Harpenden pop-up shop is part of a
network of more than 300 temporary shops run by Cards for Good Causes, the UK’s
largest charity Christmas card organisation. It represents more than 250 charities
including Cancer Research UK, Barnardo’s, NSPCC, Alzheimer’s Society and RNLI.

Shoppers will be able to choose from hundreds of different Christmas card designs,
as well as traditional advent calendars and candles, wrapping paper, gift tags,
napkins and stocking fillers. Christmas postage stamps will also be on sale.

Helen Mellor, Shop Manager for Cards for Good Causes says: ‘Buying charity
Christmas cards is one of the simplest ways to support good causes this festive
season, and we stock one of the widest ranges of Christmas cards anywhere. The
proceeds from every card or product sold make a vital contribution to the work of
the charities that we partner. Come and find us in Vaughan Road in the centre of
Harpenden and get ahead in your Christmas preparations by getting your cards
early.

In the past ten years, charities have received more than £40 million from Cards for
Good Causes, representing at least 70p in every pound, out of which the charities
pay for the production and distribution of their Christmas cards and any VAT.

9.30 — 4.30 Monday-Friday
9.30-3.30 Saturday

Shop Address:
United Reformed Church, Vaughan Road, Harpenden ALS 4ED

For further information visit www.cardsforcharity.co.uk or follow us on Facebook
or Twitter

Cards for Good Causes Limited (VAT No GB 458 9691 78 Registered in England No 2260866)
is the trading company of The 1959 Group of Charities (Registered Charity No 249039). Head
and Registered Office: 1 Edison Gate, West Portway, Andover, Hampshire SP10 3SE
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Should anyone have questions related and we look forward to greeting many
to the vacancy or the general day-to-day  of you at our Advent and Christmas
running of the parish during this period, celebrations.
please contact the churchwardens.

We close our update by wishing eve-  James Hillman and Mary Jean Pritchard
ryone in the parish a merry Christmas
and happy and prosperous New Year

Churchwardens

O Emmanuel by Malcolm Guite

This poem is taken from a series of Advent Sonnets based on the ‘O Antiphons’,
which are ancient prayers from the very first centuries of the Church. Advent s a
time to remember the coming of Jesus and to call on God’s presence with us afresh.

O come, O come, and be our God-with-us

O long-sought With-ness for a world without,

O secret seed, O hidden spring of light.

Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name
Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame,
O quickened little wick so tightly curled,

Be folded with us into time and place,

Unfold for us the mystery of grace

And make a womb of all this wounded world.

O heart of heaven beating in the earth,

O tiny hope within our hopelessness

Come to be born, to bear us to our birth,

To touch a dying world with new-made hands
And make these rags of time our swaddling bands.

Malcolm Guite is a widely published priest and poet whose work you can find at
malcolmguite.wordpress.com
Reprinted with permission.
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Specialising in Harpenden
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The Song of Mary
the oldest Advent hymn

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
My spirit rejoices in God my saviour;

He has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed
The almighty has done great things for me
And holy is his name.

He has mercy on those who fear him
From generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm
and has scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.

He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,
to remember his promise of mercy,

The promise made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Luke (1:46-55).

he Song of Mary (the Magnificat)
T is one of the most powerful

prayers of the church, sung or
spoken daily in millions of Christian
churches throughout the world.

Finding herself pregnant by the

power of the Holy Spirit, Mary goes to
visit her cousin Elizabeth and sings the
canticle that joyfully proclaims her faith
in the God of Israel. She praises his di-
vine mercy shown to her, a poor, peas-
ant woman, and then, in both historic
and prophetic language, expands this
into praising his gracious mercy shown

to all oppressed people. The recurrent
Biblical theme of reversal is repeated
once more — the lowly will be defended
and the arrogant brought to their knees,
the lost will be redeemed, the defence-
less will be protected, and liberation
and life in all its glory and abundance
will be the gift to those at the bottom of
the social hierarchy. The tables will be
totally turned over by a God who is not
impressed by wealth, status or power
but prefers to favour the pure of spirit
and the faithful. This is a powerful mes-
sage as important today as it was two
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thousand years ago.

In the words of Pastor Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, the German theologian,
the Song of Mary ‘is the oldest Advent
hymn’. In a sermon preached in 1933,
he defined it as ‘a hard, strong, inexo-
rable song about collapsing thrones
and humbled lords of this world, about
the power of God and the powerless-
ness of humankind’, rather than a sweet
Christmas carol.

We must imagine Mary, a poor un-
married girl, living in Galilee, a faithful
Jew, leading an unremarkable life, cop-
ing with the domestic chores that were
her lot. Her world was male dominated
and her opportunities minimal. At the
behest and arrangement of her parents
she finds herself engaged to be mar-
ried to Joseph, a carpenter who will
hopefully prove to be a good and kind
husband. Then, before she can even
marry him, her life is turned upside
down by the visitation of an angel ask-
ing her to carry in her womb and give
birth to God’s Son, who will be the
long-awaited Messiah. She would have
been justified in being just a little bit put
out, perhaps weighing up the pros and
cons of the situation she finds herself
in, but not a bit of it. With every fibre
of her being - her body, soul and spirit
- she glorifies God who has chosen
her for this extraordinary role. This is
no quietly spoken hymn of praise but
one that is confidently and assuredly
proclaimed with a lungful of air to leave
not even a hair’s breadth of doubt that
she willingly undertakes this privilege.
Her consent to bearing God’s son is no
meek act of submission, a passivity and
‘feminine’ weakness, which has been

so unfairly attributed to her in the past,
rather she co-owns the divine antipathy
to whatever crushes the lowly. Here, as
Elizabeth Johnson the contemporary
American theologian expresses, there

is ‘solidarity with divine outrage over
the degradation of life and with the
divine promise to repair the world’.
Whilst in every sense she is a woman,
the misogynistic definition of ‘feminin-
ity’ is rewritten. With lungs full of joy
in God and his desire to grant victory to
the oppressed, Mary is a prophet not a
subjugated woman.

Mary continues the strong Jewish
tradition of female singers, and the
sentiments she expresses strongly
resemble those sung by Hannah in the
book of Solomon (1 Sam. 2:1-10). The
background circumstances to each are
similar, both sung by women who find
themselves unexpectantly pregnant,
Hannah because she has been barren for
so long (as indeed was Elizabeth) and
Mary because she is a virgin. All three
women bear offspring who will be Holy
— Hannah’s son, Solomon, is offered
to the Lord as his servant as soon as he
is weaned and then God calls him by
name when he is just a child sleeping in
the temple. John the Baptist, Elizabeth’s
son, will announce the dawn of the new
age. Mary’s son, our Lord Jesus, is the
fulfillment of a promise made explicit
through the unfolding of Luke’s Gospel.
Yet the scene is absurd. The coming
of the Messiah who will redeem Israel
is anticipated and proclaimed by two
marginalised and pregnant women — one
young, poor and unmarried, the other
far beyond the normal age of conceiving.

There is nothing passive or gentle



about the vocabulary of Mary’s Song.
Look at the words employed: ‘strength’,
‘scattered the proud’, ‘cast down the
mighty’, ‘sent the rich away empty’ -
God’s mercy and grace has never been,
and will never be, the preserve of the
rich and powerful; it is not a commodity
that can be bought with either money or
status. His mercy and assistance will be
shown to those who are faithful and serve
him, ‘lifting up the lowly” and nourishing
the hungry with the bread of heaven.
What opens as a hymn of deep,
personal thanks and love of God
becomes bold and daring, proclaiming
the upside-down world inaugurated
by Jesus’ incarnation. It announces the
subversive character of Jesus’ arrival.
The ordered church, political and social
systems of the day will all be radically
changed. Is it both ‘the oldest advent
hymn’ and, indeed, the greatest advent
hymn? Yes, because its singer has with-
in her womb the life that will launch the
messianic age in which the tables will
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be turned, in which a new social order
will be established and the hungry fed.
Mary’s song foretells the advent of

the dawn of Christianity, foretells the
words that her son himself will speak
in the Beatitudes and of a movement
that will bring about seismic, global
and eternal transformations. Her womb
has been filled with the protagonist of
this change and, in the words of Martin
Luther, her Song was sung ‘not for her-
self alone but for all of us to sing it after
her.” In doing so, we stand with Mary
and the whole communion of saints,
close to the God who is the source of
all our hope and joy. We are summoned
to play our part in God’s plan to build a
just world, to do what we can to relieve
suffering, so that his will may be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Our hope
finds its voice in Mary’s Song, resting
securely on this: God is good, and God
keeps his promises.

Emma Bresslaw

Living God's Love
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You are very welcome to these special events at St Johns.

All normal service times will continue unless replaced by
something below.

Sun 2 Dec 6.30pm Advent hymns and readings

Wed 5 Dec 8pm Night Prayer

Short candlelit prayer service

Thurs 6 Dec 8pm Beer and Carols
Friendly, festive singalong in The Engineer pub. Over 18s only

Wed 12 Dec 8pm Night Prayer

Short candlelit prayer service

Fri 14 Dec 3pm Tea at 3 Christmas Special
Friendly companionship over a cup of tea, homemade cakes
and sandwiches. Special Christmas music from the Grove
Juniors choir and orchestra

Sat 15 Dec 10.30am Coffee Concert

Free Advent and Christmas themed organ concert and coffee

Sun 16 Dec  9.00am All Age Christmas Nativity Service
Led by members of the Junior Church. Ideal for children




Sun 16 Dec Spm Carol singing in the neighbourhood
An evening of carolling ending at St John's for prayers and
festive refreshments

Wed 19 Dec 8pm Night Prayer
Short candlelit prayer service

_
3
Sun 23 Dec  6pm Community Carol Service 3|
A service of nine lessons and carols followed by free mulled §“
e
3

wine and mince pies

Mon 24 Dec 3pm ‘Walking to Bethlehem’
Telling the Christmas story as we walk through Southdown.
Meet by the Christmas tree on the green opposite the Co-op

and end at St John’s. (Ideal for children)

Mon 24 Dec 11.30pm Midnight Communion

Tues 25 Dec  8.00am Christmas Day Parish Communion

Tues 25 Dec  9.30am Christmas Day Parish Communion
(Ideal for children)

Sun 6 Jan 9.30am All Age Epiphany Service
A friendly service for people of any age remembering the
arrival of the Magi. (Ideal for children)




18 WINTER 2018

ALL BRICKWORK
UNDERTAKEN
GARDEN WALLS TO EXTENSIONS
Specialising in House Repointing
and Renovations
QUALIFIED TRADESMAN
DAVID SAMPSON
TEL: 01582 762773

Susan Hammersley Home PC Help 4U
M.Ch.S HCPC Reg. Friendly Harpenden based service
for H ffice PC’
Chiropodist @The Southdown Clinic or Home and Office PC’s
. y and laptops.
Experienced, Quality footcare.
Tel 01582 932171 / 760200 Virus, spyware and adware removal

www.thesouthdownclinic.co.uk .
Internet connections setup

Hardware and software installed
CHRIS HEWITT CYCLES

Repairs & Renovations

Training and problem solving

Over 15 years experience
Bicycle, Tricycle & Tandem Specialists

Harpenden’s Longest Call Barry Woods on
Established Cycle Business 077 290 332 86 or
Tel: 01582 763622 01582 620413

Cycles built to order; Wheelbuilding;
Large range of spares & accessories stocked;
New & secondhand cycles supplied to order.

Email: barry@homepchelp4u.co.uk

Website: www.homepchelp4u.co.uk

HARPENDEN
\L},CLEANING

Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
01582 715641 and 07870 946269



St Luke’s Cell prayer group

Would you like us to pray for you?

We pray for anyone in the parish who has asked for our prayers
for themselves or for their loved ones. St Luke’s Cell prayer group
is named after the disciple and physician Luke, who is the patron
saint of doctors. The group meets monthly to pray and is made up
of members from St John's and Southdown Methodist churches.

If you would like us to pray for you or someone else then please
be in touch with Michael Hughes 01582 765576

Lord Jesus Christ,

Throughout your ministry on earth you looked to bring healing
and wholeness. You touched the lepers, restored sight to the
blind, cured the sick, and brought hope to the broken-hearted.
We bring before you all in any kind of need, praying again for
your healing and renewing touch. Restore us and make us
whole, by your love and grace.

(Nick Fawcett, in Prayers for Healing, Kevin Mayhew, 2013)
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Pauline, Doreen and staff welcome you to....

' Geoffrey
Warwick

Antique Furniture
Restoration, Conservation

Traditional & Modern Hair Salon & Antique Sourcing

All aspecis of hairdressing

139 Batchwood Drive
L Friendly staff St Albans
* Relaxed atmosphere Hertfordshire
+ Ample parking
+ Concession days (ring for details) AL3 5UE
T-01727 799747
Tel: 01582 768039 M- 07740 509726
52 Westfield Road, Harpenden, Herts AL5 4HW www.geoffrey-warwick.co.uk

DISTINCT LANDSCAPING
bring your garden to i

el
| ,r =y \."r -\-o,v g_;\ s c L 9 '%._s«
L= wr

)

r
=
[l

o~ T
[
-

Patios - Decking - Pergolas - Driveways & Paths - Fencing « Turfing - Water Features
Rockeries - Shed Bases « Garden Maintenance - Hedge Trimming & Reduction

Contact Alex + 0??13 256 123+ alex@dlstlnctlandscaplng co.uk

stinctlandscap .co.uk

g Thinking of selling your home but not looking forward
s} to the experience?

| provide an interface between you and the estate agent so
you will only deal with me...Saving you time, money and stress.

Tim Pearse: 07946 657899 www.timpearse.com
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Getting to know the congregation

An interview with Christine Kenyon

How long have you been in Southdown
and what do you like about the local
community?

I’ve been here since 1982, when our eldest
daughter was one year old, and went to the
church at St John’s more or less straight
away. I love Southdown - it’s so friendly!

I help out at Sauncey Wood school in
Batford. I go one morning a week to the re-
ception class. I used to teach; primary level
is my absolute favourite age. I was pleased
to retire, what with all the tick boxes that
came in, but I love being a volunteer.

I also go to a monthly book group, which I
do with a group of friends that I've known
for ages, and I also belong to a Scottish
dancing group in Batford. The teacher is
just amazing! She’s over 80 and still dances
if we’re short on numbers. I also used to
love singing; I still do, but I haven’t really
got time for that so I just sing along at home
to CDs!

And how are you involved at St John’s?

I’ve always done the coffees after church.
It started off when my parents moved to
Harpenden to be near me as they got older.
We came from a very vibrant church and
my mum wanted to do all sorts of things
but she was getting quite frail so we did
the coffees and my girls would help, too.
When my girls were growing up I helped
with the Sunday school. I've always cared
about children being involved, as they’re the
future of the church, and now I'm involved
with Little Acorns.

What is Little Acorns?

It’s a group for toddlers and their mums,
dads or carers. We meet on a Thursday
between 1.30pm and 2.45pm. There is a play
session with trikes and cycles and lots of
toys for the children. A little boy asked me

last week for dinosaurs, so I have spent a lot
of time looking round the charity shops for
dinosaurs! We have hot drinks for the adults
and also a little snack time for the kids, fol-
lowed by some singing. It’s really lovely and
it’s growing.

It sounds like you’re quite involved with
things at St John's. What does it mean

to you to be a part of that Christian
community?

Well, what it means to me is that I'm
trying to do what God wants me to do.
The Sunday School was important be-
cause I wanted our girls to grow up with

a Christian background, although I never
forced them to come to church. I thought
they should come because they want to
come. [ really did feel God calling me to
Little Acorns and it’s been quite amazing
really! So it means something to be part
of the church community but, because my
husband doesn’t believe, there is a bit of
limit as to how much I can get involved.
He is, however, supportive of my beliefs/
involvement with the church and he never
objected to the children going to church.
He’s always agreed that it’s up to them to
decide. And now we have one daughter that
is very Christian and spiritual and one that
doesn’t believe at all - so one of each! e
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Osteopathy - Cranial Osteopathy - Womens Health - Sports Injuries

Neck & Back Pain
Headaches & Migraines
A Sport’s Injuries Sciatica
Tennis/Golfer’s Elbow
Knee/Ankle/Foot Pain
Claire Mckenna | BSc (Hons) Ost Med DPO Pregnancy-related Pain

Paediatric Specialist

1 Harpenden
Harpenden Locksmith PersonalPetcare

il . :

A Harpenden family business providing a reliable,
professional and caring service for your pets.
Services include:

Your approved local

“+Dog Walking (1 to 1).

10 Cksmlth <*Bunny Boarding.
Call Lar]_’y tOdaY on <+Cat/small animal feeding at your home.
0 1 5 8 2 76 8 5 5 5 For more information visit our Website or ring us to

discuss your requirements:
1 Eastcote Drive
Harpenden ALS ISE Telephone: 01582 768096

Mobile: 07867 784617
www.harpendenpetcare.co.uk

M]G Builders Limited Harpenden based

Over 25 years experience

All general building work undertaken including:

Full Refurbishment | Extensions | Loft Conversions | Basements
Kitchens | Bathrooms | Call now for a Free Estimate

Tel: 01582 761815 M: 07702 190277
mijgproperty@btinternet.com
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Helping Hands |

The Home Care Specialists

Est.1989

\ 1 A ' .
Do you need a
Helping Hand?

Our St Albans & Harpenden care team has
been providing award winning quality
homecare since 1989.

We offer a homecare service from 30
minutes per week to full-time Live-in
Care, which enables you or your loved
one to remain at home with compassion
and dignity.
To find out how we can help,

cal: 01727 702 326 or

visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk

Townsend Nursery Ltd
More than just plants

LOGS & COAL
Logs by the load
Smokeless Coal £9.50 (20Kg bag)

WATER SOFTENER SALT
Tablets £8.50 (25Kg bag)
Block (2) £4.90

LAWNMOWER SERVICING
SHEDS & ELECTRIC BICYCLES

Tel: 01582 713083
www.townsendnursery.com

M. A. WILLIAMS

GARDEN SERVICES

* * Landscaping * *
Rockeries - Fencing - Tree Work
Ponds - Patios - Driveways - Garden Walls

25 Milford Hill, Harpenden

Tel: 01582 762309
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News from the Mothers’ Union

Very sadly we lost our great friend June
Jones during the summer. We shall miss
her. We send our condolences to John.

We miss, too, Anneke and Nicholas
and wish them every happiness in their
new life in Scotland. Nicholas gave a
great deal of support to The Mothers'
Union, promoting it in church whenever
he could, and we enjoyed his generos-
ity at his home on many occasions.
Nicholas enrolled Rosie Horne as a new
member during the summer, and we
have welcomed back Nona Moss into
our ranks whilst also sending our sym-
pathies for the loss of her husband, Ron.

Congratulations to David and
Elizabeth Brown and to Sue and Colin
Chambers who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversaries during the sum-
mer. John and June Jones also celebrated
theirs earlier in the year.

On a Saturday in May we served
coffee etc. in Wesley's cafe and enjoyed
a lovely garden party in July courtesy
of the generosity of Colin and Sue
Chambers. The weather was favour-
able and it was good to chance to have
fellowship with our friends from the
Deanery. These events brought in £368
for funds.

During August we hosted a deanery
lunch in the church hall and our speaker
was Pastor Lonnie Haye from the
Women's Immigration Detention Centre
in Bedford. We gave Lonnie stationery
and underwear and fabrics for sew-
ing to take back for the detainees. We
plan to send small gifts for the ladies at
Christmas time.

Some of us attended the Diocesan
AGM at the Church of King Charles the
Martyr in Potters Bar. We also attended
several ‘Quiet Days’, which are led by
our MU chaplain and are a chance to
reflect in a quiet place for a few hours.
These were enjoyed by several members,
with the Quiet Day at Childwickbury
being particularly enjoyable.

Our monthly meetings and talks
resumed in September. Anyone is most
welcome as a visitor; please do take
a programme from the noticeboards.

We meet on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7.30 pm.

I wish you all a good Advent.

Julia Smith
Telephone: 01582 763615

DRTEUNION

Christian care for families

St. Albans
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Is Your Computer Misbehaving? r;‘J

|'K§! Harpenden Computer Services

-

. 01582 769 207 & info@HarpendenComputerServices.co.uk
@ www.HarpendenComputerServices.co.uk

Macs | PCs | iPads | Smartphones | Internet | Email | Backups | Data Recovery

WRIGHT’S CAR HIRE

Chauffeur-Driven Cars
Airports - London - Distances
Telephone:: Harpenden 460284

and mobile 07778 837756

Email: mick.westrope@hotmail.com

IIHICKS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUDIT & ;Ax sp

Free Initial Consultauon Personal Tax Returns  Tax P!anmng
Sole Trade, Partnership and Limited Company Accounts ~ Bookkeeping
Business Startups and Company Formation  Independent Financial Advice
# Harding Parade, Station Road,Harpenden, Hertfordshire, ALS 4SW. Tel: 01582 463590
Vaughan Chambers, Vaughan Road, Harpenden, Hertfordshire, ALS 4EE. Tel: 01582 766677

83 Hich Street. Hemel Hemnstead. Hertfordshire. HPT 3AH. Tel- 01442 214666
Senior Partner: Martin Corrie B.Sc., F.C.A.

e~ ICAEW
www.hicks.co.uk ‘jx ICARW: ..
Registered to Carry on Audit Work by the Instiwte of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales, & ACCOUNTANTS




All Age Serv1ces

»% Specially designed services that are suitable for all,
< with a mix of traditional and informal elements,
a child friendly talk and Communion service

16 December, 9.30am - Nativity Play
Junior Church perform the nativity play they have written
themselves, with lots of fun carol singing as we celebrate the

story of Jesus’ birth.

6 January, 9.30am - Epiphany
v, The three wise men arrive to visit the infant Jesus. In this season
of presents we think about the gifts they gave to Jesus.

3 February, 9.30am - Candlemas

Jesus was presented at the temple as a baby and his parents heard £5
amazing things about him. We think about what that means . §
for us today. y

=W 4 By o "
The momenk in khe Sevvice when dhe \ighks ave furned o)t}}mi we Sing 2 cayol i magical’

The Christingle Service is for children of all ages and their parents and
carers. Each child will receive a Christingle, which is an orange
decorated with sweets, dried fruit, red ribbon and a candle.

Donations will be invited for The Children’s Society, a national charity
that runs local projects helping children and young people when they
are at their most vulnerable and have nowhere left to turn.

Sunday, 2 December, 4.30pm
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MATTHEW TANT b.o.

141 Luton Road, Harpenden, Herts ALS 3BB
Telephone:: 01582 622000

web: www.harpendenosteopaths.com
email: info@harpendenosteopaths.com

TS

Professional Cleaning Services

Which?

Trusted trader
APPROVED [
BUSINESS  —"
v Carpet & Upholstery

v Contract Cleaning
v' Communal Areas

@ntique Clock Restoration

British Antiques Dealers Association,
Qualified Restorer/Conserver.
Freeman of The Worshipful Company Of
Clockmakers.

Free Estimates & Collection/Delivery Service.

Long Guarantees On All Work, Up to 5 yrs.
Tel 01727 821241 www.steven-rolph.co.uk

HIGH ELMS
Tree Surgery Ltd

v’ Patio & Driveway

v" Interior Windows ——

Call today for a free, without cbllgallon quo!
01442 250679 / 07952 544666
www.murrayscleaningservices.co.uk

ICeO B Fdsoo
el £ TABLISHED IN 2002

MEMBER NUMBER 1765
Murray's Cleaning Services, 19 Broom Hill, HP1 2D

01582 840144 079?9 62’%675

WWW. hlq h
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Forthcoming events

November 2018

Saturday 24 November
Sunday 25 November
Monday 26 November

7.30 pm
11.30 am
8.00 pm

Wednesday 28 November 8.15 pm

Friday 30 November

3.00 pm

Carillon Concert in church
Family baptism

Fellowship & Study Group
PCC meeting

Tea at Three in the parish hall

December 2018

Wednesday 5 December 7.30 pm

Mothers’ Union Branch party

Thursday 6 December ~ 7.00 pm Roundwood Park School Concert in
church

Friday 7 December 2.00 pm Dorcas in the committee room

Friday 7 December 4.30 pm Aldwickbury School Carol Concert in
church

Friday 14 December 3.00 pm Tea at Three in the parish hall

Saturday 15 December  10.30 am Coffee Concert — Roger Carter (organ)

Sunday 16 December ~ 2.30 pm Family baptism

Monday 17 December ~ 8.00 pm Hardynge Choir Carol Concert in church

Sunday 23 December ~ 6.30 pm Community Carol service

January 2019

Sunday 6 January 4.00 pm Faith and Light in the parish hall

Wednesday g January 7.30 pm Mothers’ Union Quiz

Thursday 1o January 8.15pm Standing Committee meeting

Saturday 19 January 12 noon Inner Wheel Soup Kitchen

Thursday 24 January 8.15pm PCC meeting

Friday 25 January 3.00 pm Tea at Three in the parish hall

Sunday 27 January I1.30 am Family baptism
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P
Services at St John’s

Sunday
8.00am  Said Eucharist
9.30 am  Parish Eucharist followed by coffee time in the hall
All-Age Eucharist, normally first Sunday of the month; see list inside

9.30 am  Junior Church, except for All Age Eucharists,
and Little Gems in the hall

11.30 am  Holy Baptism, last Sunday of the month
6.30 pm  Evening Worship

Wednesday
9.30am  Said Eucharist

Major festivals advertised when appropriate in the magazine

10.30am St John's Church

7.45pm St Mary's, Kinsbourne Green




PARISH OFFICE

For enquiries, including
marriages, baptisms, funerals
and hall bookings, please
contact the parish office open
from Monday 9am to 5:30pm
and Wednesday to Friday
9:30am to 1:30pm.

Telephone: 01582 712776
parish.office@
stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Parish Directory

CURATE

Revd James Brown

Telephone: 07813 464 643
james@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
PERMISSION TO OFFICIATE
Revd Mary Monk

Revd Julia White

READERS

Lauryn Awbrey

David Nye (r10)

Telephone: 01582 762785
dandhnye@btinternet.com

LOCAL LAY LEADER OF WORSHIP
Emma Bresslaw

Elizabeth Brown

WARDENS

James Hillman
Telephone: 07788 567826
wardens@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

Mary Jean Pritchard

Telephone: 01582 712962
wardens@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Roger Carter
music@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
TREASURER

Steve Creasy

Telephone: 07810 756397
treasurer@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
STEWARDSHIP

Tony Armstrong
Telephone: 462804

stewardshiprecorder@stjohnsharpenden.org.uk
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J Living God’s Love
www.stjohnsharpenden.org.uk

St John’s Church, 5 St John’s Road, Harpenden, Herts AL5 1D]
Parish Office 01582 712776



